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INTRODUCTION OF THE RIGHT TO 
TRY CLARIFICATION ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I in-
troduced the Right to Try Clarification Act. 
This legislation would expand access to life- 
changing treatments by including in the federal 
Right to Try Act Schedule I substances that 
have completed phase 1 clinical studies. 

Oregon has a long legacy of ensuring that 
end-of-life patients have access to the full 
spectrum of treatment options to alleviate their 
condition and improve their quality of life. Pa-
tients and doctors deserve to discuss treat-
ments—including psilocybin—that researchers 
find provide immediate and sustained relief 
from pain, anxiety, and depression for people 
battling terminal illness. 

Federal restrictions have obstructed access 
to end-of-life care for too long, this legislation 
will change that and ensure that all patients 
have the Right to Try. 

The psychedelics laws in this country are 
broken, including our laws governing patients’ 
access to new and promising end-of-life care. 
Forty-one state legislatures have passed Right 
to Try laws to allow terminally ill patients ac-
cess to treatments, including psilocybin, that 
are still in investigational stages. Both 
psilocybin and MDMA have demonstrated tre-
mendous care potential in phase 1 and phase 
2 clinical trials. 

The Drug Enforcement Agency, however, 
has refused to accommodate Right to Try laws 
and denied terminally ill patients their freedom 
to elect their preferred treatments. These pa-
tients deserve to be able to discuss and pur-
sue treatments with their doctors that re-
searchers are finding provide immediate, sub-
stantial, and sustained relief from anxiety and 
depression for people battling terminal illness. 
That is why the Right to Try Clarification Act 
is necessary to ensure patients have the Right 
to Try these treatment options. 

I look forward to working my co-leads Rep-
resentatives NANCY MACE, MADELINE DEAN, 
ANDY BIGGS, and LUIS CORREA to enact this 
legislation and clarify and strengthen the Right 
to Try. 

f 

CLEBURNE COUNTY ADDITION 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the addition of Cleburne County to the 
Second District of Arkansas. 

Last year during redistricting, the Arkansas 
state legislature added Cleburne County to the 
Second Congressional District. 

The addition of Cleburne County brings 
beautiful nature, economic development, and 

many other recreational ideas and opportuni-
ties to my district. 

An active business and civic community, ex-
cellent healthcare and educational facilities 
and opportunities, along with Greers Ferry Na-
tional Fish Hatchery, Greers Ferry Dam, Ro-
tary Clubs, the Sugarloaf Mountain Trail, and 
world class fly fishing on the Little Red all are 
amazing examples of what the county has to 
offer. 

I am proud to now serve those who live in 
Cleburne County and look forward to rep-
resenting them in Washington at their U.S. 
Capitol. 

f 

HONORING MARIA FERRARA’S 
SERVICE AS DIRECTOR OF OPER-
ATIONS 

HON. ANGIE CRAIG 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank and congratulate Maria Ferrara for four 
years and two plus Congresses as my Direc-
tor of Operations. 

Maria has been with my office since the 
early days of my first term starting first as my 
scheduler and elevating to the absolutely vital 
role of Director of Operations. For years, 
Maria has truly kept our office running and 
functioning at a high capacity. 

She’s fielded countless meeting requests, 
hearings and speaking engagements, helped 
operationalize our office’s remote work policies 
during the pandemic and constantly sought 
out ways to improve our processes. And she’s 
got the best advice on D.C. restaurants of 
anyone I know. 

I’ve appreciated Maria’s advice and counsel 
in various roles over the years and wish her 
the best in her new adventure off the Hill. I’ll 
miss her greatly on my team—and wish her 
best of luck as she continues on in her career. 

f 

VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE KARK/ 
FOX 16 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to high-
light the important partnership between the Ar-
kansas Martin Luther King Commission and 
FOX 16 and KARK television. 

In 2017, following the horrible shootings at 
the Power Ultra Lounge nightclub in Little 
Rock, FOX 16 and KARK kicked off an impor-
tant initiative to build grassroots support to re-
duce violence in central Arkansas. 

They called it, ‘‘Victory Over Violence’’. 
The goal of the campaign is to unite leaders 

and groups throughout our local communities 
to be a resource for reducing violent crime 

and changing lives through community im-
provements. 

In January, the Arkansas Martin Luther King 
Commission presented FOX 16 anchors 
Donna Terrell and Kevin Kelly with their 2023 
Drum Major for Community Leadership award. 

The persistence and successful leadership 
of Donna, Kevin, and all those involved at the 
Arkansas Martin Luther King Commission, 
FOX 16, and KARK, they’re making an impact 
on improving the lives and safety and central 
Arkansans. 

I’m grateful for their efforts, their persistent 
efforts, over all these past years to keep that 
at the forefront of community activism. 

Victory Over Violence is something that we 
need, and I’m grateful for their leadership. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL TEACHER AWARD 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of outstanding public school 
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

I was once told that children are 25 percent 
of the population, but they are 100 percent of 
the future. 

And it’s true. The education of a child is an 
investment, not only in that student, but in the 
future of our country. 

Therefore, I established the Congressional 
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their 
ability to teach and inspire students. 

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers from Manatee and 
Hillsborough counties to receive Florida’s 16th 
District’s 2023 Congressional Teacher Award 
for their accomplishments as educators: 

Lori Catalani for her accomplishments as a 
third-grade teacher at Sea Breeze Elementary 
School in Bradenton 

Stephanie Wajszczuk for her accomplish-
ments as an ESE teacher at Ballard Elemen-
tary in Bradenton 

Kathleen Brown for her accomplishments as 
a math teacher at Braden River Middle School 
in Bradenton 

Kendall Carrier for his accomplishments as 
a music teacher at Parrish Community High 
School in Parrish 

Ann Fleury for her accomplishments as a 
math teacher at Lakewood Ranch High School 
in Bradenton 

Nicole Seace for her accomplishments as a 
science teacher at Winthrop Charter School in 
Riverview 

Thomas Waistell for his accomplishments as 
an English teacher at Rodgers Middle Magnet 
School in Riverview 

Lori Haley for her accomplishments as a 
Spanish teacher at Joe E. Newsome High 
School in Lithia 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District, I congratulate each of these out-
standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication. 
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MISS ARKANSAS EBONY 

MITCHELL 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the 2022 Miss Arkansas winner, Ebony 
Mitchell. 

Ebony was the 84th Miss Arkansas Scholar-
ship Pageant winner, where she was awarded 
$30,000 in scholarship funds provided by the 
Ted and Shannon Boy Skokos Foundation 
and $75,000 in other areas. 

Last December, she represented our great 
state at Miss America in Connecticut. 

Becoming Miss Arkansas was a lifelong 
dream for Ebony. 

Her journey started when she won the Miss 
University of Arkansas Princess pageant in 
2007, which entered her into the Diamond 
State Princess mentorship program. 

She had five appearances at Miss Arkansas 
before finally winning that title last year. 

Aside from her accomplishments at Miss Ar-
kansas, she graduated from the University of 
Central Arkansas in 2019 with her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration. 

As Miss Arkansas, she will continue to lead 
her social impact by leading the ‘‘A Respon-
sible Digital You’’ initiative, which seeks to 
keep the children of Arkansas online safe. 

Ebony is a native of Harrison, Arkansas, 
where she’s been a leader in civil rights and 
community spirit in her hometown. 

I congratulate Ebony for her accomplish-
ments, and I look forward to continuing to 
watch her proudly represent our great state of 
Arkansas. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAX L. MILLER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on roll 
call No. 162. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MR. 
GEORGE CRABTREE 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. George Crabtree, an energy trail-
blazer and fellow scientist whose over five- 
decade career at Argonne National Laboratory 
advanced a number of scientific disciplines 
and inspired colleagues and friends, here and 
around the world. 

Born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
George eventually moved to Illinois where he 
graduated from Proviso West High School. He 
ultimately joined Argonne National Laboratory 
as a lab technician in 1964 and received his 
Ph.D. 

George was widely recognized and admired 
as a brilliant materials scientist and champion 

of superconducting materials and better bat-
teries. As director of the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Joint Center for Energy Storage Re-
search, George bolstered the national agenda 
to tackle the climate crisis and build a clean 
and equitable energy economy. He helped 
pioneer early research into high-temperature 
superconductors and in them, he discovered 
new phases of superconducting vortex matter. 
George’s research on superconductors gained 
him recognition as a member of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
the American Physical Society, and the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 

In addition to his work at Argonne, George 
was a professor of physics at Northern Illinois 
University for 13 years and a Professor of 
Physics at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
for 12 years. 

George was a luminary in every sense of 
the word, and his work and dedication to the 
global scientific community will not be forgot-
ten. Mr. Speaker, please join me as I cele-
brate the life and legacy of Mr. George 
Crabtree. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPECIAL 
IMMIGRANT VISAS FOR AFGHAN 
FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, today I in-
troduce the ‘‘Special Immigrant Visas for Af-
ghan Fulbright Scholars Act’’. The legislation 
would direct the State Department to automati-
cally issue a Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) for 
every Afghan who lived in the United States 
as a Fulbright Scholar and their immediate 
family members so they can escape persecu-
tion by the Taliban and relocate safely to the 
United States. 

During Operation Enduring Freedom and 
the U.S. military drawdown from the region, 
my office helped to evacuate 251 individuals 
from Afghanistan. This includes American citi-
zens, Afghan interpreters, and Special Immi-
grant Visa recipients. During the evacuation 
process, I helped evacuate over a dozen Af-
ghan Fulbright Scholars who studied at the 
University of California, Davis. That experi-
ence exposed significant challenges for Af-
ghan Fulbright Scholars with the current SIV 
process that underscored the need for the 
‘‘Special Immigrant Visas for Afghan Fulbright 
Scholars Act.’’ 

In 2009, Congress passed the Afghan Allies 
Protection Act of 2009 (Title VI of Public Law 
111–8) making a special class of American 
visas—known as Special Immigrant Visas- 
available to individual Afghan allies who sup-
ported the United States’ mission in Afghani-
stan since the September 11, 2001 attacks. 
An SIV entitles a foreign national to relocate 
and live lawfully in the United States on a tem-
porary basis with the option to settle perma-
nently. 

Fulbright Scholarships are one of the most 
vital U.S. cultural exchange programs that 
help to improve intercultural relations, diplo-
macy, and coordination between the United 
States and other countries. When my Con-
gressional office learned that UC Davis’ Ful-
bright participants were stuck attempting to es-

cape Afghanistan last year, we immediately 
worked around-the-clock with both the State 
Department and the U.S. military to evacuate 
these Afghan allies. That critical work revealed 
red tape that prevented current and former Af-
ghan Fulbright Scholars from escaping Taliban 
rule. My ‘Special Immigrant Visas for Afghan 
Fulbright Scholars Act’ would automatically 
issue a Special Immigrant Visa to all current 
and former Afghan Fulbright Scholars to help 
any remaining Scholars and their immediate 
family members safely evacuate the region. 

This is the right thing to do for our Afghan 
allies who stood with the United States against 
the Taliban and the terrorists responsible for 
the 9/11 attacks, and I will work tirelessly to 
ensure see them brought safely to America. 

f 

NATIONAL HOSTAGE AND 
WRONGFUL DETAINEE DAY 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate National Hostage and Wrongful De-
tainee Day. 

I along with my Democratic colleague, Con-
gresswoman HALEY STEVENS, reintroduced our 
legislation yesterday that establishes March 9 
as National Hostage and Wrongful Detainee 
Day. 

On March 9, 2007, Robert Levinson dis-
appeared in Iran. 

He never returned home. 
The commemoration of this national day 

brings attention to Americans that are being 
unjustly held as wrongful detainees and hos-
tages in a foreign land. 

Since the Levinson Act was signed into law 
two years ago, we’ve heard from families and 
organizations that are dedicated to helping 
bring wrongful detainees and hostages home 
and how the law is working. 

We’re learning more about how the 
Levinson Act is being used since it’s become 
law. 

And it’s time for the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee to conduct oversight and see what 
potential changes should be made. 

I helped create in the last Congress, the 
Congressional Task Force on American Hos-
tages and Americans Wrongfully Detained 
Abroad, because one of my constituents dis-
appeared on a visit to Syria. Majd Kamalmaz 
is still held by the Assad regime in Syria. 

Majd and his wonderful family lived for a 
time in my hometown of Little Rock. 

And every member of Congress is dedi-
cated to the more than 50 Americans who 
right now are held against their will wrongfully 
in a country around the world. 

We all want to bring home Majd and every 
other American that’s being held wrongfully. 

I’m proud to be a part of this Task Force 
and work alongside my friend, Congress-
woman STEVENS. 

I thank all those who are involved in their 
daily awareness to bring wrongful detainees 
and hostages around the world home to their 
families in our great country. 
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RECOGNIZING LOS ANGELES 

POLICE OFFICER PAUL AVILA 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Paul Avila and his 25 
years of public service and dedication to the 
City of Los Angeles as a Police Officer III. The 
calling to be a police officer is an incredibly 
difficult and important vocation of public serv-
ice. Those who risk their lives for the good of 
the community are worthy of the highest re-
spect and appreciation of our district, State, 
and Nation. 

Paul entered the Los Angeles Police De-
partment (LAPD) Academy in 1998 and six 
months later he began his probation period in 
Northeast Los Angeles. Five years later, he 
was transferred to Southeast Los Angeles 
where he served for the rest of his career. 
Throughout his 25-year career, Paul rose 
through the ranks of LAPD. He trained new re-
cruits as a field training officer, became an un-
dercover vice investigator, and was a proba-
tion officer coordinator. In addition to his pro-
fessional roles, Paul was the oldest member 
of his division’s Baker to Vegas relay team 
that placed in the top 3 within the division 
every year. 

This July, Paul is officially retiring. I hope 
that he gets to rest and enjoy time with his 
wife and family. We are grateful for his service 
to our community. 

For his outstanding accomplishments, it is 
my honor to recognize Police Officer Paul 
Avila. His years of civic service and commit-
ment to the city and the people of Los Ange-
les are worthy of the highest commendation. 

f 

HONORING THE EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE OF COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR CHRISTOPHER 
POCCIA DURING THE PEAK/CALF 
CANYON FIRE 

HON. TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Command Sergeant Major 
Christopher Poccia for his service to the peo-
ple of San Miguel and Mora counties during 
the Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon Fire. 

The Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon Fire started 
on April 6, 2022, when a U.S. Forest Service 
prescribed burn got out of control. The fire 
burned 341,735 acres between April and late 
August in the southern Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. It was the largest wildfire in New 
Mexico history. In northern New Mexico many 
residents were displaced. 

Command Sergeant Major Christopher 
Poccia was deployed to San Miguel and Mora 
counties with his National Guard unit for Task 
Force Wildfire. He distinguished himself as a 
trusted helper to community members who 
told me how grateful they were for his service 
during a time devastation and uncertainty. His 
kindness, positive attitude, and willingness to 
serve will have a lasting impact for genera-
tions to come. 

Every day, Christopher and his team worked 
at the improvised shelter. They delivered sup-
plies, helped people to find assistance, and 
ventured to evacuated areas to assist those 
afraid to leave. He is an example of service, 
and service is an act of love. During his more 
than 90-day deployment, Christopher was 
away from his family. Today we also honor his 
wife Allison, his children Alec, Bella, and Jack, 
for the sacrifice they endured in his absence. 

Christopher has returned to his work serving 
his community as a sergeant with the Albu-
querque Police Department, where he is an 
exemplary model of leadership. At every turn 
he is at service to others and an example of 
how we can always look for the gaps where 
help is needed—and fill those spaces. We 
honor him and the other guardsmen and 
women of the National Guard who gave the 
most precious gift they had—their time—to 
help their neighbors during this crisis. They 
are heroes. 

In line with the acts of service originating 
with the local community, President Biden 
signed my bill, the Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon 
Fire Assistance Act. This law provides $3.95 
billion in relief to victims of the Hermit’s Peak/ 
Calf Canyon Fire. 

Sacrifice and heroism are cornerstones of 
America’s history. Thanks to Command Ser-
geant Major Poccia, his team, and others like 
him, New Mexicans received the help they 
needed to survive and begin their journey to 
recovery. I thank and honor him for his self-
lessness dedication to service. 

f 

UNLEASHING AMERICAN ENERGY 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, this week, the 
House has taken two important steps regard-
ing our strategic competition with the Chinese 
Communist Party, the CCP. 

And Mr. Speaker, those steps on this House 
Floor were overwhelmingly bipartisan. 

First, we created a select committee on the 
strategic competition between the United 
States and the CCP. 

Our vision of an integrated, open, free world 
where people can celebrate their religion, peo-
ple can travel, people can trade, and that stra-
tegic competition presses the western values 
of Europe, The United States with the more 
narrow authoritarian view of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. 

Secondly, we prevented oil being released 
from our Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) 
and that being sold to Communist China. 

And today, over 320 Members of this body 
agreed with that, by voting yes on H.R. 22. 

Now, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve has 
played an important role in U.S. energy and 
national security policy for four decades. 

It was created in response to the Arab oil 
embargo in the early 1970s, which resulted in 
the tripling of oil prices at the time. 

Since that time, the SPR has remained a 
backstop for the United States in case of oil 
supply disruption. 

And Mr. Speaker, those on the other side of 
the aisle talked about America becoming the 
largest exporting nation in the world and 
somehow that is a bad thing. 

And that we freed our ability to export oil 
and gas outside the U.S. as if that were a bad 
thing. 

It’s not. 
But they are two completely different issues. 
The Strategic Petroleum Reserve is there 

for an emergency affecting the United States, 
our citizens, our households, our industry, 
principally in case of a Gulf hurricane or a dis-
ruption in a pipeline or in some other aspect 
of oil and gas disruption from war or an acci-
dent somewhere in the world. 

It’s not meant to be supplying oil per say to 
everybody besides the United States. 

In just the last year, President Biden has re-
leased 180 million barrels of our Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve, bringing it down to a 1985 
level. 

A four-decade low. 
This is not smart economic policy or energy 

policy in this country. 
And in fact, Mr. Speaker, over 1 million bar-

rels went to a Chinese affiliated company—at 
the same time China is reportedly holding its 
own crude reserve of over 900 million barrels. 

So look, anyone with realistic knowledge 
and expectations in and around the debate 
about climate change or energy policy knows 
that this administration’s energy policies have 
hurt American families, put our economy at 
risk, while at the same time weakening the 
globe’s interest in fighting against climate 
change. 

President Biden’s failed policies to shut 
down the Keystone XL Pipeline, deny permits, 
discourage new drilling, discourage new pipe-
line construction, and through his bank and 
securities, Environmental, Social, Governance 
policies, so called ‘‘ESG policies’’ that too has 
discouraged badly needed capital investment 
to go to our energy industry and have weak-
ened American global leadership and our stra-
tegic benefit, as referenced by my friends on 
the other side of the aisle, of energy inde-
pendence. 

President Biden has weakened our energy 
independence. 

Instead, the Biden Administration has dou-
bled down, even tripled down, on these poli-
cies that have not only raise the costs on 
every American, but do nothing in the long run 
to impact climate change. 

While President Biden’s nanny state regu-
lators consider outlawing your gas stove in 
your home, or in your kitchen, or your res-
taurant, Republicans on this House Floor 
began their first step at unleashing an ‘‘all of 
the above’’ energy strategy. 

So we have to let that sink in, that a federal 
regulator actually considered a serious policy 
proposal of banning you from having a gas 
stove in your home or in your restaurant. 

I mean everyone in America was shaking 
their heads this week with the preposterous 
nature of that new idea from the Biden Admin-
istration. 

Republicans believe in an ‘‘all of the above’’ 
strategy which benefits America and benefits 
the globe, and we must continue to invest in 
order to make it through a full global transition. 

First, we have to keep investing in natural 
gas. 

We have natural gas fields across our Na-
tion, from the West Coast to the East Coast, 
in the heart of Pennsylvania, and of course, in 
the heart of New York State, where New York 
State’s Democratic leadership refuses to let 
that be brought online. 
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Let that be developed benefiting New York 

tax base, New York workers, New York con-
sumers, and that gas field just in Pennsylvania 
and New York alone, Mr. Speaker, some be-
lieve is larger and more lucrative than the larg-
est gas field that we know of in Qatar in the 
Persian Gulf. 

Yet we will never see a pipeline from Penn-
sylvania to East Coast ports under this admin-
istration, and possibly under any other future 
Democratic leadership. 

If the war in Ukraine showed Europe and 
the World anything, it’s that Russia cannot be 
trusted any longer—if they ever were—to be a 
reliable source to Europe for their energy con-
sumption needs. 

The United States stands ready to export 
more Liquified Natural Gas to Europe, but the 
pipelines and other infrastructure don’t fully 
exist in this country in order to have that im-
pact to help our allies and partners in Europe 
and in Asia in the short run. 

We need to make that investment. 
Second, I have a solution that Democrats 

should meet all of their objects for world en-
ergy reliance, and consistent with their climate 
objectives. 

It’s clean, it’s renewable, and we can export 
it to developing nations. 

It’s nuclear energy. 
Yet, International Financial Institutions like 

the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) will not or are very re-
luctant to finance any nuclear power expan-
sion in Europe. 

And yet the countries of central Europe are 
demanding it. 

They want that energy diversity, they want 
that ‘‘all of the above’’ energy strategy. 

And yet the EBRD, which the United States 
is a shareholder, turns a blind eye to clean, 
renewable, dependable nuclear energy. 

The EBRD insists of financing green energy 
projects to the tune of hundreds of millions of 
dollars and yet ignores this common-sense 
‘‘all of the above’’ strategy. 

Today’s reactor designs are not the plants 
of the yester-year. 

They are not the plants of Three Mile Island 
in Pennsylvania or Chernobyl. 

They are safe, reliable, and for many the 
top concern has been ‘‘what do we do with 
nuclear waste?’’ 

Research in recent years has significantly 
advanced and today we have the ability to re-
cycle nuclear waste components to produce 
even more abundant energy. 

Nuclear power plants in France have the 
ability to do this, but we don’t currently do it 
here in the U.S. 

Recently, I visited Entergy’s Nuclear One fa-
cility in Russellville, Arkansas and saw the nu-
clear waste byproducts that could be 
repurposed for future energy needs. 

Further, I learned that the process to length-
en the life of a nuclear plant here in the United 
States, or much less build a new one, is an 
immense tangle of regulatory red tape that 
takes years to navigate and millions of dollars 
of out-of pocket fees. 

We, in Congress, can do a better job 
streamlining that kind of review. 

When America leads in research and devel-
opment, that knowledge and resulting benefits 
are exported around the world. 

We can only export that success if we have 
the successful policies in place to spur that 
development. 

We cannot expect developing nations in Af-
rica, Southeast Asia, or here in the Western 
Hemisphere to power their growing cities and 
growing and wealth populations by wind and 
solar alone. 

Principally, because of the issues with stor-
age, deficiencies, and production of energy 
from renewables, that remains while improving 
years in advance. 

Solely depending on that is unrealistic. 
So when America does not have the will to 

export this R&D, those countries will turn to 
bad economic actors, like China and Russia. 

Energy policy is a long-term investment in 
the needs of not only our future, but around 
the world. 

Our globe needs 100 million barrels equiva-
lent per day to power our homes, our econo-
mies. 

And as more and more countries develop, 
and their people grow in wealth and pros-
perity, their energy needs rise, Mr. Speaker, 
not shrink. 

We cannot wait and have nothing to offer, 
and we certainly don’t want to impose Califor-
nia’s energy policies on the world and expect 
a good outcome. 

We should be investing in all of our energy 
options, and that’s why the House Repub-
licans in the weeks ahead, just as we started 
out here in our first week, we will be bringing 
policies to this House Floor to unleash an ‘‘all 
of the above’’ energy strategy, oil, natural gas, 
nuclear, and of course renewables, like wind 
and solar. 

They all play a part, but the mistakes of our 
policies today under this President means we 
don’t have the energy capacity and depend-
ability that we not only need today, but tomor-
row. 

This unleashing policy by House Repub-
licans not only puts America first, but it puts 
families across the globe first. 

First in opportunity, first in food and fuel se-
curity, and in prosperity. 

f 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE 
175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
DAILY STANDARD 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 175th anniversary of 
The Daily Standard, a newspaper located in 
Celina, Ohio, and the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

The Daily Standard was founded in 1848, 
and its readership includes residents of com-
munities throughout Mercer County and be-
yond. The Daily Standard works diligently to 
keep our communities informed on a wide and 
varied range of issues. For 175 years, The 
Daily Standard has been a consistent and reli-
able source of news, delivering local, state, 
and national updates to the residents of North-
west Ohio. 

Again, it is a privilege to celebrate and pay 
special tribute to The Daily Standard, and its 
diligent staff, for 175 years in the newspaper 
business. Here is to 175 more. 

HONORING THE HISTORIC CAREER 
OF JUDGE SHIELA TILLERSON 
ADAMS, TRAILBLAZING MARY-
LAND CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

HON. GLENN IVEY 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in cele-
bration of Judge Shiela R. Tillerson Adams 
and her well-earned retirement after 12 years 
of working as the Chief and Administrative 
Judge of the Circuit Court for Prince George’s 
County and the Seventh Judicial Circuit of 
Maryland. 

The achievements of Judge Tillerson Adams 
are historic. As the first African-American 
woman appointed to the District Court of 
Maryland, she blazed a trail, not just for 
women in Prince George’s County but for us 
all. Three years later, she was elevated to the 
Circuit Court, where she served with distinc-
tion until another much-deserved promotion in 
2010 made her the Chief and Administrative 
Judge for the Circuit Court. 

At every step, her service was guided by a 
noble mission: ‘‘The Circuit Court Welcomes 
All—A Forum for Justice.’’ Her commitment to 
that ethos never wavered. Throughout her ten-
ure, she was a pioneer who expanded prob-
lem-solving courts to help people struggling 
with substance abuse, truancy, or reentry into 
society after incarceration. She worked to ex-
pand opportunities for veterans and diversion 
programs for juveniles, and she did it all with 
a sense of grace and compassion that is un-
matched. She cares about people, through 
and through. She leaves a legacy that will re-
verberate in our community for generations. 

It is with great pride that I recognize her ac-
complishments, and wish her a happy retire-
ment after her storied judicial career. 

f 

ORIGAMI SAKE 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to high-
light the entrepreneurial creativity of Ben Bell 
and Matt Bell, who recently founded Origami 
Sake in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

Although they are unrelated, these two Bells 
share the same last name and the same pas-
sion for sake. 

The pair met in 2016 after Ben returned to 
Arkansas from a trip to Japan, where he be-
came interested in the art of making sake after 
living in that country for two years. 

After years of collaboration, Ben and Matt 
joined forces to begin brewing sake in Arkan-
sas, which led to the opening of their busi-
ness. 

Arkansas is the largest grower of rice in the 
United States and the Isbell farm has spent 
decades perfecting the proper rice to be used 
for sushi and now the proper rice that is need-
ed for making high quality sake. 

Additionally, the magnificent water from the 
famous Hot Springs National Park has the 
perfect quality for sake brewing. Ben and Matt 
are taking advantage of these resources in Ar-
kansas make Sake even more popular and 
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distribute it home grown in Arkansas across 
the United States. 

I recently led a delegation to meet with lead-
ers in Japan, where our members had the op-
portunity to present Arkansas brewed Sake to 
former Prime Minister Suga and Deputy Cabi-
net Secretary Seiji, along with key members of 
the Japanese Diet. We also entertained our 
great Ambassador, Ron Emmanuel, with his 
own taste of 1000 crane sake brewed in Ar-
kansas. 

I applaud Ben and Matt for their originality, 
their entrepreneurship, and I commend them 
for leading in America in the brewing of sake. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RENEE DONALDSON 
AS THE MARCH CONSTITUENT 
OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
honor to recognize Renee Donaldson as my 
March Constituent of the Month. 

Renee Donaldson is the CEO of EcoDirect, 
a local Carlsbad company that is helping our 
local economy transition to clean energy by 
designing and distributing clean energy solu-
tions for residential, commercial, and inde-
pendent battery-based applications. 

Renee has over a decade of experience in 
the renewable energy industry. She is pas-
sionate about educating people about the ben-
efits of renewable energy and works tirelessly 
to promote sustainable practices in our com-
munity. 

Renee is an amazing example of a business 
owner working to ensure a clean energy fu-
ture. Her work with EcoDirect has helped 
many in our region transition to clean energy, 
and I have no doubt her work will continue to 
make a difference in our region. 

In honor of Women’s History Month, I want 
to recognize that Renee is a strong example 
of one of the many women across the country 
working to transition us to a clean energy 
economy. Her work and leadership are admi-
rable and contribute to our unique and beau-
tiful district. Her passion, work, and commit-
ment to teach the next generation of leaders 
about clean energy is why I’m proud to honor 
Renee Donaldson as my March Constituent of 
the Month. 

f 

HONORING THE BINGHAMTON 
UNIVERSITY MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Binghamton University Men’s 
Hockey Team on winning the DII AAU College 
National Championship. 

Binghamton University won with a com-
manding 6–3 victory over Fairfield University. 
This capped off an astonishing season in 
which Binghamton finished with a 23–5–1 
overall record and a perfect record in the na-
tional tournament. 

These young men have dedicated countless 
hours to their sport while balancing a rigorous 

academic schedule with grueling practices and 
games. Making this championship even more 
special, the team bounced back after sus-
taining several injuries last year. 

This is a moment that this team and our 
community will remember for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in recognizing the Binghamton 
University Men’s Hockey Team on this well- 
earned title. Congratulations to the National 
Champions. 

f 

PAUL BROWNING RETIREMENT 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Paul Browning, the assistant fire 
chief of the city of Morrilton, Arkansas. 

Paul recently announced his retirement after 
three decades of service with the Morrilton 
Department. 

Just before his departure, Paul was given 
the opportunity to present the department’s 
newest captain with his captain’s badge. 

The recipient? His son, Joseph Browning, 
who’d been with the department fifteen years. 

Paul presented Joseph with his original cap-
tain’s badge as a token of his promotion. 

I congratulate Joseph on his promotion, and 
Paul on his retirement. 

I thank them both for their dedication and 
service to the Morrilton community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FOOD AND 
FARM ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I in-
troduced the Food and Farm Act. This legisla-
tion is a holistic vision for a better Farm Bill 
that focuses resources on those who need 
them most, fosters innovation, encourages in-
vestment in people and the planet, and en-
sures access to healthy foods. 

The Food and Farm Act reforms the federal 
farm safety net so that it stops giving too 
much to the wrong people to grow the wrong 
things in the wrong places. Federally backed 
crop and commodity insurance wastes tax-
payer dollars by giving big agribusiness mas-
sive subsidies while small farmers and ranch-
ers are left to struggle. 

These subsidies are highly targeted to six 
commodity crops that receive 94 percent of all 
subsidies, disadvantaging diversified farms 
and nurseries that grow the food we actually 
eat. In my home state of Oregon, known for its 
agricultural bounty, nearly 9 in 10 farmers re-
ceive no subsidies from the federal govern-
ment. 

Agriculture accounts for more than 10 per-
cent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, yet 
the Farm Bill has historically been a failed op-
portunity to promote climate resilience. Fed-
eral dollars should come with conservation re-
quirements that lead to better water quality, 
reduced soil erosion, more vegetation buffers, 
cover cropping practices, and supporting polli-
nator habitats. 

Making these upstream to changes to what 
we grow would result in countless downstream 
nutrition and health benefits. Food assistance 
programs should expand access to healthy 
foods, whether it’s in a grocery school, farm-
ers market or school lunch. 

The last few years underscored the need for 
strong local food systems that are insulated 
from international markets and supply chain 
shocks. We should be growing the food we 
need to nourish our population here at home, 
and supporting the next generation of farmers 
and ranchers who want to do just that. 

I look forward to crafting a better food and 
farm policy this year that supports small and 
mid-size farmers and ranchers, protects our 
environment, and promotes access to healthy 
food. 

f 

UKRAINE ONE YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, one year into Rus-
sia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, the Ukrainians 
valiant defense has resulted in tens of thou-
sands of casualties for the Russians. 

What the Russians believed would be a vic-
tory in a matter of days or weeks has turned 
into now over just a year, bloody slog. 

The Russian Bear has turned out to be a 
Paper Tiger on the fields of Ukraine. 

The United States must remain committed 
as a partner with Ukraine to achieve victory. 

Victory, Mr. Speaker, or Putin and his allied 
nations will attack the Baltic states or take 
Moldova or try to control the Black Sea. 

Turkey, devastated by Erdogan’s economics 
and the recent earthquake will now face a 
stark choice of remaining in NATO or becom-
ing a Putin puppet, were Putin successful in 
Ukraine. 

Victory—or China will green light a fully nu-
clear madman in North Korea and attempt a 
blockade of Taiwan. 

In order to achieve that victory, President 
Biden must get the rest of the world even 
more engaged. 

In December, members of this body were 
briefed by the departments of State and 
Treasury, and I recently wrote Secretary 
Blinken and Secretary Yellen in follow up re-
garding the funding strategy for supporting 
Ukraine humanitarily, in defense and military 
means, and in their monthly costs. 

I raised two principal points. 
First, in my view, Congress does not have 

the full financial overview of contributions 
being made by our allies and partners on be-
half of Ukraine in a straightforward and simple 
manner available to all members. 

They don’t paint a complete picture. 
As a new member on the House Foreign Af-

fairs Committee, I look forward to hearing from 
State and USAID and the Defense Depart-
ment in the near future on what they have 
been doing to track our funding in Ukraine and 
explain it in thorough detail to the Congress. 

Second, I raised the successful 1990–1991 
partnership between Secretary of State James 
Baker and Secretary of Treasury Nicholas 
Brady in developing an active solicitation of 
major countries from around the world to fund 
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the U.S. enforcement of the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution authorizing use of 
force to liberate Kuwait from Iraq’s illegal inva-
sion of their sovereign territory. 

The result was that the United States re-
ceived contributions from around the world of 
some $53 billion against an estimated total 
cost to eject Saddam Hussein from Kuwait of 
$60 billion. 

While some of those contributions were in 
the form of in-kind material support, more than 
90 percent was paid in cash. 

The United States must more strongly en-
gage our allies to share a greater financial 
burden for that military, humanitarian, and fi-
nancial budget support for the government of 
Ukraine. 

On February 20th, Japan pledged $5.5 bil-
lion in additional aid to Ukraine. 

This is on top of the $1.3 billion in financial 
and humanitarian assistance it had already 
pledged. 

This is a recent example of precisely what 
I believe the U.S. government should be 
achieving in a more aggressive and effective 
manner. 

The worldwide response in support of 
Ukraine has been remarkable, but I believe 
that significantly more can be done to help 
Ukraine if additional countries provide more 
material and financial support—in Europe and 
beyond. 

The U.S. military has a unique and impor-
tant role in equipping, training, and providing 
related military materials. 

A mission that suits us more than any other 
country. 

However, as demonstrated in the example 
of Kuwait, obtaining broad financial support 
from more sources is essential, in my view, to 
maintaining popular political support in Europe 
and in the United States for victory in Ukraine. 

This also demonstrates how all peoples 
from around the globe benefit from prompt 
success in the preservation of Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty. 

Costs of goods, access to food, fuel, and fi-
nancing are all impeded by the Russian Fed-
eration’s illegal action. That makes the case 
that all nations are hurt by Russia’s aggres-
sions. All nations can support Ukraine. 

President Biden must craft an active and ef-
fective campaign to bring forward the financial 
and material resources from around the world 
to support Ukraine in victory. 
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